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SUBJECT: Theron Norris Act 
 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT ON GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES: 
$0 (No additional expenditures or savings expected) 

 
ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT ON FEDERAL & OTHER FUND EXPENDITURES: 

A Cost of Federal and/or Other Funds (See Below) 
 

 
BILL SUMMARY:  
This Bill would require that a health care facility implement a readily visible method of identifying patients 
with mental impairment and further specifies that a person with mental impairment that is admitted to a 
health care facility or residential care facility requires special supervision. 
 
EXPLANATION OF IMPACT: 
Department of Health and Human Services 
The Department does not anticipate any additional costs; but if incurred, they would be minimal and could be 
absorbed by the agency.  
 
Department of Mental Health 
The Department indicates there may be some costs associated with additional staffing needed for increased 
supervision of such individuals.  However, these costs are expected to be minimal and absorbable. 
 
Medical University of South Carolina (MUSC) 
MUSC estimates the costs of implementing this Bill to be $821,250 annually.  This is based on staff personnel 
($25 per hr salary) attending an average of 30 patients per day for 3 hrs per patient while the patient is out of 
the unit to which he or she is admitted. 
 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT IMPACT: 
None. 
 
SPECIAL NOTES: 
None. 
 
Approved by: 

 
Don Addy 
Assistant Director, Office of State Budget 
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